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COMMUNIST BUDDHIST

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under1
previous order of the House, the gentle~ 2
man from Louisiana [Mr. WAGGONNER]
18 recognized for 30 minutes.

Mr. WAGGONNER. Mr, Speaker, in

recent days, I have tried to rend every

elvil unrest in Vietnam. I am sure most
Members share my concern over the sit-

uation there. My particular attention
has been focuscd for the appearance
of the name, Thich Trl Quang because
there has been no doubt in my mind even
at o distance of 8,000 miles that the dis-
turbance there hos been fomented by

Though, as I say, I have tried to Tead
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. in the last doy or two that casual, al-
+ most chance mentions of his name have.
Jbegun to appear.
It is not particularly newsworthy that
‘the Salgon press corps shows little favor
for the U.S. policy In Vietnam. As Pulit-
zer Prize winning reporter and bureau
chief Margucrite Higgins once reported-
ly said:
¥ Reporters here [ln Balgon] would like to
j8ee us lose the war to prove they're right.

‘This same group of newsmen, you will
..., 'patches that the riots in the streets of

almost entirely of children, ranging in
‘age from 6 years to ecarly teens.
; At the time in 1963 when world at-
. 'tentlon was riveted on the horrifying
. ‘scene of Buddhists setting fire to them-
‘selves in the strects In protest agalnst
‘the Diem regime, the Saigon press corps
- 'brainwashed the American people and
‘the administration in Washington with
- 'the story that Buddhists made up the
- ‘overwhelming majority of the South
" Vietnamese people.

jonly after Diem was overthrown and.
‘assassinated; the truth that Buddhists

. 'make up less than o third of the popu~
2V Jlation. No searching Investigation was
.. Mmade to identify the motives of the man
- who dominated the General Buddhist

"\ Thich Trl-Quang.
.. When we in the United States think of

i jure up the pleture of a godly man robed
lpeople to teach religious principles and

* | dedication. And, of course, this is & true
timage. What, however, {s the truth
about Thich? Is he this kind of man?
| Or is he, Instead, something entirely dif-
‘1ferent? A diligent search of the record
puts this man in clear focus and, Mr,

be done.

:Busmess." there appeared this descrip-
“‘tion of him and the unrest he has cre-
. tawd in Vietnam:

: One other sct of facts to bear In mind
! concerng tho root causo of the present trou-
+bles, In brict, the same American volces
’ .'-who are now most stridently bewailing theso
troubles were major contributors to this
i root cause. They played a larger role, in-
,decd than the Intrigulng, sclf-intoxicated
! Buddhlst monk, Thich Tri Quang, with hia
hlgh]y probable links to the Vietcong.
“ These American voices, It must bo recalled,
gladly, indeed proudly, sssumed the pecullar
lrole of chief propagandistas for the opposl
‘most of the owners of thess volces, for most
* of them have little Aemnexpaﬂence. ey
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news dispatch avallable to me on the .
_observation: i

every dispatch from Vietnam, it is only |

“Buddhist who organized the revot which- ' -
resulted in the coup. :
his part {n the affair, he made no pre-! .

. saying:

"Hue, Da Nang, and Saigon are made up -

* protest.
‘- swered, Mr. Speaker, whether this is

‘American governments of South Viet-:
nam cannot be squared with the five’,
“moral rules of conduct lald down by

* ) The truth slowly rose to the surface':mtox‘cmmg beverages; be chaste.

‘fact, & consclous agent of the Vietcong..

; Assoclatlon, the extremist rabble-rouser, e served after 1945 with Communist

'a Buddhist monk, I am sure we all con-

'in sackcloth going his way among the ;lthistosay about him;

. controlled by the Viet Minh and was located’ |

. ince.
Speaker, I think it is important that it ;

In Joseph Alson's recent column "Ugly

"representatives at Hanol, Thich’s brother
s currently working for Ho Chi Minh in

7 1966
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The Alsop column continued with this! - Lot

At the end, poor Dlem was past rescuing,*
because of the mounting pressures of the |
gencral situntion, and also because of those |
pressures’ unfortunote effects on the Prest- PR
dent's nll-powerful brother, Ngo Dinh Nhu., 0
But an appropriate commentary on the tall) - ’

_of Diem was nonetheless supplled by the }‘: .
- veteran KR
. Burchett, who called Diem the “one strong: -

Communist observer, Wilfred:

nationallst leader” In Vietnam.”

To those who still remember t.he vio- 2
lent overthrow and assassination of Dgo. .

Dinh Diem when he headed the Govern~ . ! ,‘ 2
‘ment in BSouth Vletnam, Thich's name,

will be famillar. He 1s the pseudo-,

When asked about

i

tense that the campaign was without po-,
litical motivations and he 1s quoted as:

Don't you think lt will help our cause oL e

C » some of us are killed
.+ ‘notice, ‘seldom mention in their: dis- -

This was the callous retort of the " °
man who urged other monks to immolate - -
themselves in o flery death as a political. ; .
The question needs to be an« = .o~ W

the attitude of a true Buddhist or m, - . .. - -
political demagog. In my mind, his. .. - - . .
political activity to undermine the pro- ' L

Buddha: let no one kiil any living thing; ,
take not anything that 18 not given to- coT
you; spéak not falsely; do not drink: .-

Let us look at Thich's record and de-v
termine {f he 13 & man of God or, In

According to the records of the French
colonial oflice, Thich Trl Quang was.
twice arrested for his dealings with Ho
Chi Minh. He has admitted himself that"

front groups working with o’ s Vletoong
army.
Oour own Embassy in Saigon has had

Tri Quang himself has sald that he acceded | -
to Viet Minh invitations to collaborate with|

.them in the 1040's and that in response toi = '{

thelr demands he served 0s chairman of the -
United Victnamese Assoclation which was -

‘near his home village in Quang Binh prov- :

Thich Trl Quang also for a time led a
Communist-front Buddhist organization .
collaborating with Ho Chi Minh. '

According to the French, who still have

the Communist Vietnam'’s Ministry of
the Interior, It issignificant, Mr. Spealk-
er, that the duties of Thich's brother in« A i
clude the direction of subversion In T
South Victnam. e e
Thich is a disciple of Thich Tri Do who -

“1s now in Communist North Vietnam as

‘leader of the Buddhist puppet organiza- S
tion there. And on at least one occasion, S
Thich has made the statement that, in
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